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NCHRP 20-68A – US Domestic Scan Program 
Scan 09-04 Best Practices In Successful Strategies for Motorcycle Safety 

 
Topic Description 
As of 2007, motorcycles account for 13% (5154) of all traffic fatalities in the United States; a number 
which has increased for 10 consecutive years. Further, many people are switching to motorcycles as a 
primary method of travel as motorcycles provide a much more economical means of transportation. 
Statistics show that motorcycle occupants are 34 times more likely to die in a vehicle accident than 
passenger car occupants. With a potential increase in motorcycle ridership/ownership and the high 
probability of fatalities among their riders, the fatality numbers may continue to increase, unless 
corrective actions (both infrastructure and behavior- related) are taken now.   Reducing motorcycle 
fatalities requires a comprehensive approach which includes behavioral and infrastructure-related 
strategies. To date, most State-based initiatives in motorcycle safety have focused on behavioral 
issues such as training, raising awareness of motorcycles among other drivers, and licensing 
requirements. While infrastructure-related efforts have been limited due to various factors some 
States have implemented efforts to engage motorcycle riders and organizations to get feedback on 
roadway-related issues.  
 
This scan will determine the successful infrastructure and behavior- related countermeasures that are 
being implemented nationwide in order to develop best practices for the country. Several examples of 
known State-based programs are as follows:  

 North Carolina – BikeSafeNC  
 Wisconsin’s Green Yellow Red (GYR) program,  
 Minnesota -Motorcycle Safety Center, or MMSC 
 Team Oregon  
 

Additional examples will be sought, especially those which reflect infrastructure-oriented efforts, as 
part of the scan planning process. 
 
The following issues will be investigated: 
• Motorcycle crash causation issues 
• Successful infrastructure solutions (barriers, safety edge, work zone enhancements) 
• Motorcycle policies and design practices focusing on the infrastructure,  
• Successful behavioral programs (training, shadowing/mentoring). 
 
This information will be of value to state DOTs and other operating agencies as well as their 
designers and operators It is anticipated that the scan will result in the development of a summary that 
documents successful infrastructure and behavior related solutions addressing motorcycle safety 
further resulting in expanded adoption and implementation of these solutions by additional States and 
other operating entities, resulting in less motorcycle fatalities and injuries. 
 
Original Scan Proposal Title: Successful Strategies for Motorcycle Safety 
 
 

Last Reviewed/Revised October 26, 2010 
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Scan Team Membership 
 
Dennis W. Heuer P.E. – AASHTO Co-Chair 
Administrator, Hampton Roads District 
Virginia Department of Transportation 
(VDOT) 
1700 N. Main Street 
Suffolk, VA  23434 
Phone: (757) 925-2511 
Fax: (757) 925-1618 
Cell: (757) 373-8326 
E-mail: dennis.heuer@vdot.virginia.gov 
 
Dick Schaffer, AICP – FHWA Co-Chair 
Office of Safety Integration 
Room E73-419 
1200 New Jersey Ave SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
Phone: (202) 366-2176 
Fax: (202) 366-3222 
E-mail: dick.schaffer@dot.gov 
 
Frances D. Bents - SME 
Senior Project Director 
Westat 
1600 Research Boulevard, RW3535 
Rockville, Maryland 20850 
Phone: (240) 314-7557 
Fax: (301) 610-5128 
E-mail: FranBents@westat.com 
 
Joe Foglietta, P.E. 
Director of Regional Affairs  
New York State Department of Transportation  
50 Wolf Road, Executive Suite  
Albany, NY 12232-2633 
Phone: (518) 457-2470 
Direct: (518) 457-9251 
E-mail: JFoglietta@dot.state.ny.us 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pradeep Tiwari, P.E., PTOE 
Assistant Director, Roadway Inventory 
Multimodal Planning Division 
Arizona Department of Transportation 
1324 North 22nd Ave, Mail Drop 070R 
Phoenix, AZ 85009 
Phone: (602) 712-8589 
Fax: (602) 252-8313 
Email: Ptiwari@azdot.gov 
 
Major Daniel W. Lonsdorf 
Director, Bureau of Transportation Safety 
Wisconsin State Patrol, WisDOT 
4802 Sheboygan Avenue, Room 551 
Madison, Wisconsin 53707 
Office: (608) 266-3048 
Cell: (608) 807-8592 
E-mail: daniel.lonsdorf@dot.wi.gov 
 
Michael Jordan 
Manager, Motorcycle Safety Programs 
National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 Phone – 202-366-0521 
Fax – 202- 366- 7721 
Email:  michael.jordan@dot.gov 
 
David Wieder 
Maintenance and Operations Branch Manager  
Colorado DOT 
Maintenance & Operation Branch 
15285 S. Golden Road, Building 45, 
Golden, CO 80401 
Phone: (303) 512-5502 
Cell: (303) 548-5853 
E-mail: David.Wieder@dot.state.co.us 
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Execution Schedule 
 

Milestone Anticipated Date 
Chairs and Team Members Identified June, 2010 
Desk Scan Completed August, 2010 
Prescan Meeting Held October, 2010 
Scan Conducted March-April, 2011 
Draft PowerPoint submitted by SME May,2011 
Draft Report Delivered to NCHRP and Panel July,2011 
Final Report Delivered to NCHRP March,2012 
 
 
Estimated Scan Cost and Funding 
 
Duration: $159,000; 1.5 weeks – this scan was conducted as a reverse scan format 
Anticipated fund from FHWA: $45,000 
 

Last Reviewed/Revised March 14, 2012 
 


