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 Executive Summary
Overview
The purpose of the Winter Maintenance Scanning Tour was to seek out and observe the progress that state and 
local highway agencies are making in advancing today’s technology in the area of winter roadway maintenance. 

similar advances. 

NCHRP 20-68A, U.S. Domestic Scan Program

to which the international scanning tours had an impact on domestic operations. One of the tours included in 
Best Practices in Winter Maintenance.

all logistics relative to the tour.
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To help the host locations prepare for the visits, the scanning team provided a list of topical areas it wanted to 

 Training and Development

Summary of Initial Findings

from the desk.

Maintenance Decision Support Systems

and others.
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Automatic Vehicle Location (AVL) Systems

ment reports.

Equipment-Related Technologies and Facilities
 Plows and wings: 

 Plow cutting edges (plow blades):

 Saddle tanks

 Chemical and sand spreaders:

 Equipment accessories:

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

 Fixed automatic spray technology (FAST): These systems have developed and are proven to the point that 

they are no longer experimental.

 Equipment funding mechanisms:
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 Road Weather Information System (RWIS):

 Friction measurement systems:

 Chemical storage: 

 Brine making: 

 Truck washing: 

Training and Development

emergencies.

Management Issues

agencies than in others.
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o

o

o 511 Coordinator

o Highway Patrol Dispatcher

o

o

o

o

Recommendations and Conclusions

follows: 

Maintenance Decision Support Systems

Automatic Vehicle Location (AVL) Systems
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Equipment Technologies

safety enhancers.

o

o

Training and Development

Management Issues
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methods.

with innovative wash facilities, are common themes in the organizations the team visited. Advancements 



ES-8

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

advisory, control, and treatment strategies and technologies are dispatched.

o

o

o

Planned Implementation Actions

Short Term

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o  
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o Clear Roads

o

o

o PNS

o

o 

Medium Term

Longer Term

o NCHRP 20-68A

o 

o 


